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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(aHd), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

SpecMcation 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Reference to 
parent applications PCT/DE04/02253 and DE103 52 874.1 must be included in the first 
paragraph of the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 6, 2. and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Richter (US 5,807,404). Regarding claim 6, Richter discloses an expandable stent 
comprising a tubular support frame defining a longitudinal axis (Fig 4) and including a 
plurality of ring segments (col 2, lines 52-57), as shown below in Fig 1 1, aranged in 
succession in a direction of the longitudinal axis and formed by struts which are joined 
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continuously in a wavelike manner In a circumferential direction of the support frame. 
The struts are curved arcuately and merge together to form U-shaped arcuate sections. 
First and second connectors link adjacent ring segments. The connectors alternate in 
the circumferential direction and in the direction of the longitudinal axis and are formed 

r 

with a U-shaped compensating sections pointed in the same circumferential direction. 
The first connectors are longer in length than the second connectors and curved in the 
same circumferential direction as the struts (see Fig 1 1 below). 

Regarding claim 2, Richter discloses the ring segments define wave crests and 
wave Vjalleys, which confront one another (see Fig 1 1 below). 

Regarding claim 4, Richter discloses the connectors arranged successively in the 
longitudinal axis are linked to the U-shaped arcuate sections of the struts by ' 
connections, where the first and second connections confront one another (see Fig 1 1 
below). 
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Fig 11: 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: WO 01/89417 (Yoon) and US 6,416,539 (Hassdenteufel) 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katherine M. Dowe whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3201 . The examiner can nomially be reached on M-F 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael J. Hayes can be reached on (571)272-4959. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Katherine Dowe 
January 9, 2007 




MICHAEL J. HAYES 
SUPERVISORY RflTENT EXAMINER 



